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What to Expect When You’re Believing
Gen. 13-14
OPENING: Out of all the books I have read in my time, through high school, getting my
bachelors degree, then my Masters degree. Out of literally thousands of books… there is one
book outside of the Bible that brought me and my wife more peace of mind than all the others.
You’d never guess what it was in a million years… but this book helped us through sleepless
nights, it helped to settle our disagreements at one of the most pivotal moments in our
marriage…
• It wasn’t a Christian classic.
• It wasn’t a Mega Church Best-selling Pastor’s book.
• IT WAS - What to expect when you’re expecting. As two clueless first time parents that book
was a lifesaver. That book got us through 9 of the most frightening months of my life.
THEN - I’ll never forget when they told us we were free to leave the hospital… they gave us this
little baby girl and told us we could put her in our car and take her home… we were thinking…
is that legal? But guess what we soon found out? They have a what to expect for the first year
book!
Well as a Pastor sometimes I wish there was a book called, “What to expect when you’re
believing”. You see most Christians don’t feel like they are doing it right. We as Pastor’s can be
guilty of making it seem so easy, making it sound like if you just get serious about your faith all your problems go away.
Full disclosure - When you get serious about your faith you find three new enemies you didn’t
have before: The world, the flesh, and the devil. Before they were your best friend, but now
they are your mortal foes. If you don’t know this truth you can end up frustrated, jaded, and
confused
INTRODUCTION: Last week we saw that Abraham had one of THE MOST AWESOME God
encounters of the whole bible. God showed up to him and called him to leave everything he
knew and follow Him into the unknown with nothing but the promise that God would bless
Abraham and that the entire world would be blessed by his descendants.
Now, if you had an amazing encounter with the true and living God… if God had an amazing
call on your life… if God promised to do the miraculous in and through you… how do you
expect your life would change?
Well I want to show you today that one of the ways Abraham shows us the life of faith is that
his problems didn’t disappear. As a matter of fact in some ways they increased…
The next two chapters of Abraham’s story progress under the following points - We see a
blunder, bickering, battles, the an unforeseen blessing. Let’s look at each one.

1. Blunders
Genesis 12:10–20 (ESV)
10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there,
for the famine was severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to
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Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let
you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that
my life may be spared for your sake.”
Life in this time was incredibly difficult especially for those sojourning in a foreign
land. Abraham would have no rights in Egypt, he was a stranger and an alien.
Keep in mind Sarai is in her 70’s but still very attractive to the point Abraham feared
that the locals who didn’t abide by the ethic of Abraham’s God would assassinate him
in order take her as a wife.
So Abraham came up with a plan - He and Sarai would emphasize their fraternal
relationship over there marital relationship. It was a half truth designed
intentionally to deceive… they did share the same father, so she really was his half
sister. But the problem with Abraham’s plan was the consequences… look what
happened.
When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15
And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman
was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he
had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and
camels.
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So Sarai is tapped to be a part of Pharaoh’s harem… this is a problem for a number
of reasons, but the main problem is the promise God had made. God promised to
bless Abraham with descendants, Sarai is intricate to that promise and if she is
compromised God’s plan is compromised. So notice how God intervened…
But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai,
Abram’s wife.
17

Now this is historically important because at another time in history God would afflict
a Pharaoh with plagues because of the presence of Hebrews, until they are released.
Notice Pharaoh’s response..
So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you
not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took
her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave
men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.
18

NOW - if you have a significant encounter with God… and God promised to bless the
whole world through you… do you suppose you would blundered like this?
The fact is salvation delivers you from the PENALTY of sin… but you still must deal
with it’s PRESENCE and it’s POWER.
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Do our blunders cancel God’s promises in our life? Absolutely not 2 Timothy 2:13 (ESV)
13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself.
Romans 3:3–4 (ESV)
3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of
God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar…
We are told that Abraham did something very interesting following his blunder… He left
Egypt and went back to Bethel… 3 And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as
Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4
to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the
name of the Lord.
LISTEN, there are three things you can count on… death, taxes, and the fact that you
are going to sin. You are going to mess up from time to time. Like Abraham, when you
blunder you need to go back to Bethel and call on the name of the Lord. Do you have
blunders? You are in good company…
Not only were there blunders…

2. Bickering Genesis 13:5–9 (ESV)
5 And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land
could not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great
that they could not dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of
Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock.
Two things collided that produced Bickering in the camp….
a. Proximity - There’s something about proximity that can cause strife. Two kids
who are otherwise little angels morph into demons when they are stuck in the
back seat together. “He’s looking at me, She touched my leg, Mom he’s breathing
loud on purpose”.
b. Prosperity - There is something about prosperity that can magnify struggles with
people. Have you ever noticed that some people love when you are blessed that
didn’t love you before? Have you also noticed that some people hate you when
you are blessed that didn’t hate you before?
Proverbs 27:4 (ESV) 4 Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who can stand
before jealousy?
Whatever the root… quarreling and bickering developed. If you had a radical
experience of the presence of God yesterday - do you expect you would have
relationship difficulties today? Abraham did…
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You see people are people. At times when I do a wedding ceremony I’ll say, “there
are two problems with this marriage - the bride and the groom”. You see both are
sinners.
Abraham did was any godly leader should do… he initiated the solution.
Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between
your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before
you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if
you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.”
8

Abraham is trusting the Sovereign Providence of God… even in the decision of Lot
who for all practical purposes was backslidden. How do we know? Because of how
he made his decision.
Genesis 13:10 (ESV)
10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered
everywhere like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar.
(This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)
He makes major decisions based on sight, not by faith… He sees the well watered
plains of Sodom and despite the regions infamous reputation he chooses there for his
flocks to graze, his children to live, it was in the region of Sodom that his son’s would
take wives, his daughters would be we to husbands. He and his wife’s friends would
be among the citizens of Sodom.
There were blunders, bickering…

3. Battles
So you have Lot and his people settling in Sodom and Abraham and his people settling
in Canaan.
To the North there were 4 kings led by Chedorlaomer King of Elam- keep in mind that
the title King was used loosely in those days. They were more like small town mayors.
Their armies were more like raiding parties. In the text four of these kings get together
and they begin raiding the neighboring tribes and confiscating their wealth… they move
further and further south until they come into the area where Abraham lives. Eventually,
they attack Bera King of Sodom. But Bera King of Sodom has an alliance with 4 other
kings.
So thus begins a battle of the 4 Kings of the North led by Chedorlaomer King of Elam
and 5 Kings led by Bera King of Sodom. A great battle took place in the tar pits in the
Valley of Siddim.
Genesis 14:12 (ESV)
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They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his
possessions, and went their way.
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So Lot and his people are taken hostage - perhaps to be enslaved or sold into
slavery.
Genesis 14:13–19 (ESV)
13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the
oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram.
14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained
men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he
divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and
pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought back all the
possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the
women and the people.
Now if God came to you personally and said, “I will bless those who bless you and
curse those who curse you”…. Wouldn’t you assume that your battles were over? God’s
got this covered?
• When we pray cake God often gives us flour, sugar, eggs and milk… he doesn’t
always do the cooking for us.
• When we pray for deliverance - God gives us a sword!
Listen - Christian kids aren’t off limits to the enemy. Sometimes they are taken
hostage… and sometimes you have to spiritually go to battle. Sometimes, life can feel
like you move from one battle to another… I’ve had seasons like that.
Just remember that’s not a sign that you missed the boat somehow. Jesus was in the
absolute center of God’s will when he was suffering more than any mortal man.
We’ve see backsliding, bickering, battling, but notice there is also…

4. Blessings
Bela, King of Sodom sought to reward Abraham for coming to their defense - but
interestingly Abraham refused the gift… he said, “I will not accept your reward lest it
be said that the King of Sodom made Abraham rich”.
Abraham knew what Sodom and it’s King were known for… If Abraham had received
the gift it would have tarnished his story. Just then something very interesting
happens… over the horizon rides a man…
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God
Most High.)
18
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Now Priest and King are two things that are never joined together in the scriptures.
Remember - that is why King Saul lost the throne - He was a King trying to do the job
of the priest.
• The Priest would represent the People to God
• The King would represent God to the People
So Melchizedek rides out and brings bread and wine to Abraham and blesses him.
And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies
into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
19

Interestingly - you have these two figures providently on either side of Abraham • The King of Sodom
• The King of Salem
• Abraham will have NOTHING to do with the King of Sodom, doesn’t give anything
to him, doesn’t receive anything from him.
• But Melchizedek blesses Abraham and is blessed by Abraham.
We can assume Melchizedek rode off… Melchizedek’s name isn’t mentioned for
1000 years - when it comes up again in the song of DAVID, PSALM 110 - the most
referenced in the New Testament.
Psalm 110:1–4 (ESV) This is a messianic psalm so it’s pointing forward to
Christ…
1 The Lord (Jehovah) says to my Lord (who would David call Lord? No-one but God):
“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” 2 The Lord sends forth
from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies!
4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek.”
David speaking of the Messiah who would come and save Israel says, “One is coming
who I call LORD” David says somehow this coming Messiah is not only going to be a
King, ruling with a scepter… but he is a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.
Then in 1000 more years
The writer to the HEBREWS would mention him again…Hebrews 5 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of
Melchizedek.”
Now Jesus, he says, comes after the order of Melchizedek. Not only that - the writer
to the Hebrews teaches that this fact is intracal to understanding who Jesus is.
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There is an interesting phrase in Hebrews 7:7 -says of Melchizedek… that he was
one…. resembling the Son of God…
So Abraham… in the midst of real life… Blundering, Bickering, Battling…. in a life not
altogether different than ours… he has an amazing encounter with Melchizedek… an
OT shadow of Jesus Christ.
That’s how it is. We deal with the realities of life, and scattered, often just when we need
them… God shows up and reminds us, we are on the right track.
2012 was one of the most difficult years of my life. My worship leader had a major moral
failure, my student pastor took another church, my senior adult pastor died of a heart
attack. The church was struggling and fighting. We had blunders, bickering, battles
everywhere we turned.
One night in particular I remember walking outside and praying… I said something like
this… God if you were ever going to show up and give me a burning bush, or an angel,
or anything - this would be a good time, I need to know that I’m on the right track. I
walked around out there for over an hour begging God to show me some sign and
nothing happened.
I went inside and Julie asked me what had happened and I told her. She could tell I was
frustrate and made at God… because I knew how easy it would have been for Him. She
asked, “what are you going to do?” I said, “what I always do, I’m going to preach the
word”.
That Sunday I got up like and went to church like always - but I was mad. As I was
driving to church that day I received a text message from one of the leaders in my
church. I won’t tell you all the details but my friend told me that the previous Friday at
the same time I was begging God for a sign, a vision, anything… my friend was awaken
from a deep sleep with words on his wall like a neon sign that said, “follow Zach, he’s
following Jesus”.
God showed me that day - 1. That I needed to follow God with or without a sign… 2. Yes son,
it was a very easy thing for me.
It may be a song that you needed to hear, it may be a verse that seems to jump oﬀ the page, it
may be a hug from a friend, but when you need it most, how you need it… walk with God
through the blunders, the bickering and the battles and over the horizon will ride the
Melchizedek moments where God will remind you that He is real, He loves you, He’s with you…
keep walking with Him and trust Him.
Blunders, Bickering, Battling, and Blessing - that’s what to expect while you’re believing.

