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Isaac and Rebecca
Genesis 24
Meaning of life in less than 5 minutes, from John Maxwell…
On the first day God created the cow.
God said, "You must go to the field with the farmer all day long and suffer under the sun,
have calves and give milk to support the farmer I will give you a life span of sixty years."
The cow said, "That's a kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. Let me
do it for twenty years and I'll give back the other forty." And God agreed.
On the second day God created the monkey. God said, "Entertain people, do monkey
tricks, make them laugh. I'll give you a twenty year life span." Monkey said, "How
boring, monkey tricks for twenty years? I don't think so. Cow gave you back forty, but I'll
give back ten okay?" Once again, God agreed.
On the third day, God created the dog. God said, "Sit all day by the door of your house
and bark at anyone who comes in or walks past. I will give you a life span of twenty
years."The dog said, "That's too long to be barking. Give me ten years and I'll give back
the other ten."So God agreed (sigh).
On the fourth day God created man. God said, "Eat, sleep, play, have sex, enjoy. Do
nothing, just enjoy, enjoy. I'll give you twenty years." Man said, "What? Only twenty
years? No way man. Tell you what, I'll take my twenty, and the forty cow gave back, the
ten monkey gave back and the ten dog gave back. That makes eighty, okay?"
Okay," said God. "You've got a deal."
So that is why for the first twenty years we eat, sleep, play, have sex, enjoy, and do
nothing; for the next forty years we slave in the sun to support our family; for the next
ten years we do monkey tricks to entertain our grandchildren; and for the last ten years
we sit in front of the house and bark at everybody that goes pass!
Well life is about seasons and every season brings a measure of change!
INTRODUCTION: Last week we talked about facing the loss of someone you love in Genesis
23 and the death of Sarah. This week we are looking at another one of the most significant
changes that anyone faces - marriage.
MARRIAGE IS VERY IMPORTANT TO GOD.
• The bible begins with a wedding - Adam and Eve.
• The bible ends with a wedding - Marriage supper of the lamb.
• The first miracle Jesus ever performed was at a wedding.
Marriage is a living parable of the Gospel - The husband laying his life down for the bride he
loves.
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For all of those reasons the marriage of Isaac is important - but beyond all of that. Isaac’s
marriage is directly tied to the ultimate COVENANT promises of God. The promise to make
Abraham into a great nation and to bless the entire earth through Abraham’s descendant.
So the Holy Spirit slows down here…This is the longest chapter in the book of Genesis. Second
to the story of the flood this is the longest narrative in the Pentateuch.
Three years have passed since the death of Sarah that we saw last week. At this point Isaac is
40 and Abraham is 140.
For Abraham he was entering into a season of life that I call, “half time”. It’s that season when
we start to envision life after we are gone. It’s where we are no longer as concerned about
survival, or success, but now we are concerned about significance. What difference will I make
in the world?
Abraham knew that if his life’s work was to endure - Isaac had to have a child… and for Isaac to
have a child, Isaac needed a wife… so Abraham decides to get involved in the process.
Now keep in mind this is before ChristianMingle, this is before the Tinder App, this is before
FarmersOnly.com….Back in the Bible times your 140 dad gets to pick your spouse.
JOKE: Young people think about the oldest person you know? We have a few in this church that
are coming close to Abraham’s age… How would you like a 140 year old man. You are
thinking Ariana Grande He is thinking Angela Lansbury! So Isaac's faith will be challenged
here as well!

TEXT: Genesis 24:1–9 (ESV)
1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the Lord had blessed Abraham in
all things. 2 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had
charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh,
Now this servant is likely Eleazar of Damascus, whose name we learned earlier in the
narrative. Abraham says to Eleazar - “Put your hand under my thigh, Now I don’t want
to get too specific here for the sake of our younger listeners. But in the Hebrew it is a
euphemism. Abraham isn’t talking about his thigh…. He’s talking about what you think
he’s talking about… I’m glad that now a days we simply hold up our right hand.
that I may make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that
you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I
dwell, 4 but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”
3

The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this
land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham said
to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7 The Lord, the God of
heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and who
spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his
angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8 But if the woman is
not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not
5
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take my son back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his
master and swore to him concerning this matter.
Now the story that follows is descriptive NOT prescriptive. This is NOT a good way to
find a husband or wife. BUT, there are transferrable principles. The first is in the text
we’ve already read.

1. Take the Long View - when it comes to marriage.
•
•
•

He’s not just looking for a daughter-in-law, he’s looking for a nation of people.
He’s not looking for a piece of property in Canaan, he’s looking for a city whose
builder and maker is GOD.
He’s not just looking for grandkids, ultimately he’s looking for his own Messiah, his
own Savior.

When it comes to marriage don’t fall into the trap of short term thinking.
ILLUSTRATION: I had a young man years ago come to me and tell me he wanted to
marry a young lady in our church. I asked him why - and he said, “well look at her she’s hot!” I said, “yes and so is hell”. Attraction is important, don’t get me wrong, but
over the long haul - it will not last. Typically, they look as good as they are ever going to
look on their wedding day… it’s down hill from there. That high school quarterback that
gives you butterflies will plump like a weenie on a grill.
Everything about this narrative tells us that the choice of Rebecca wasn’t MOSTLY
about Rebecca. It was about where this story would ultimately end.
ADVICE: We live in one of the most individualistic cultures ever to exists. We tend to
make decisions based on, “What’s best for ME”. Previous cultures and even other
cultures in our own day made decisions based on, “what’s best for the FAMILY or
TRIBE?”. If you find someone you think has potential to be a good husband or wife - get
them around as many generations as you can. Let them meet your grandparents,
introduce them to people you respect at church. Give them a platform to speak into your
relationship. They will SEE things you CANNOT see.
ILLUSTRATION: Few know that although Jonathan Edwards was an incredibly busy
man, he was also a very devoted husband and father. Edwards spent at least one hour
per day praying for and speaking blessing over each of his eleven children. Because of
his commitment to pray for his children on a daily basis God blessed not only them but
his entire generational line!
-

300 were preachers
295 were college graduates
100 were missionaries
100 were lawyers
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-

80 held public office including 1 Vice President of the United States (Aaron
Burr), 13 U.S. senators, 1 state governor, 3 big city mayors and 1 U.S.
comptroller
75 military officers
65 college professors including 13 college presidents
56 physicians including 1 Dean of Medical School

2. Make Plans and Trust Providence
The Bible teaches that God works in a couple of different ways.
• His seen hand of Miracle. This is when God lifts the curtain and lets you get a glimpse
of his power, his glory.
• His unseen hand of Providence. This is where God causes all things to work together
for the good of those who love him and are the called according to his purpose.
There are three understandings of Providence:
• Islam’s view of providence is one of fatalism. That is to say that your choices, plans,
decisions amount to nothing. God will do what God will do. So eat drink and be merry.
•

The Liberal view of providence is that of a God who refuses to involve Himself directly in
any of man’s decisions or plans and God can only say what will happen based upon his
ability to peer into the future. So man is ultimately Sovereign. Man is the decision maker.

• The Biblical View is neither. The Bible teaches - Man makes decisions that are are
incredibly important, he is accountable to God for the decisions that he makes. However
God is bigger than the decisions of man and able to cause all things to work together to
accomplish His ultimate purpose.
• If you believe that your choices do not matter you will be passive
• If you believe that your choices ultimately determine everything you will be paralyzed.
ILLUSTRATION: Ray Bradbury told a short story called, “The Sound of Thunder”. You’ve
probably never read the story, but you have seen the storyline depicted in dozens of shows and
movies throughout the years. It’s the story of an illegal time machine. A man named Travis for a
lot of money will take people back in time. A man named Echols comes to pay the money to go
back in time. Travis tells him, now when you get into the past I want you to realize there is going
to be an antigravity medal path. He tells him, no matter what you do, don’t get off the path. Well
Echles asks, “why?”. Travis says, “Well say we accidentally kill a mouse, one mouse by
stepping on it. That means all of the future families of the families of that one mouse you have
eliminated… a billion possible mice with the stomp of your foot. And what about all the foxes
that need those mice to survive. For want of 10 mice a fox dies, for want of 10 foxes a lion
starves and eventually, some cave man goes out to hunt for food but there is no food because
you stepped on it. So the cave man starves for having no food and from his loins would have
sprung ten sons from their loins 100 sons and thus onward, ultimately a billion people unborn
are throttled in the womb. Rome never rises on it’s 7 hills. Step on a mouse and you crush the
pyramids. Washington never crosses the Delaware. There’s never a United States. SO STAY
ON THE PATH.
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Point? Every single thing in history is interlocked and interlaced. Kind of stresses you out don’t
you? Can you possibly anticipate all the changes?
What if you marry the wrong person - do you see what that does… 1000’s of other people must
also marry the wrong person because of your decision.
The Bible teaches – God carries that weight, not you. NOTICE HOW THE PLANS OF MAN
AND THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD intersects in our story.

Genesis 24:10–28 (ESV)
10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of
choice gifts from his master; and he arose and went to Mesopotamia to the city of
Nahor. 11 And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at
the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water.
Notice that the servant placed himself in what I call the pathway of potential. He goes
the the well, in the evening - why? That’s when the young women go out to draw
water.
Life requires initiative - fortune favors the bold. Sometimes Christian singles can wrap
cowardice in a veil of faith. They say, “well I’m just trusting God to bring the right
person at the right time”. Good -but get up and go to where the right people hang out!
Now what some do is even worse than that - they go to where the Devil’s crowd hangs
out and say, “I just can’t meet a good Christian”… not there you can’t.
Put yourself in the Pathway of Potential. Show God that you mean business and trust
Him for the results.
And he said, “O Lord, God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today
and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing by the spring
of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Let
the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink,’ and
who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have
appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast
love to my master.
12

Now stop for a minute and remember - this is descriptive not prescriptive… you don’t
go to the store and say, “Lord, let the gal who orders a diet mt. Dew be the one… “
This is actually quiet a request - All he would do is ask for a drink personally… she is
to offer to water his camels…. Do you have any idea how much a camel drinks?
A camel typically would drink about twenty-five gallons of water, and an ancient
water jar held about three gallons of water. This means that the girl would volunteer
to make between eighty to one hundred descents into the well.
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As to the amount of time she would give to this, a camel takes about ten minutes to
drink its full amount of water. It would take nearly two sweaty hours!
If God would answer this prayer it would reveal that this young lady is selfless, servant
hearted, a very hard worker, and kind. Look what happens…
” 15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her
shoulder.
Now the author gives us a quick family tree… why is this important? Well you see
Abraham wanted someone from the family to which the covenant promises had been
given. In our day we would say, “she needs to be a christian”.
The Bible warns about being unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
ILLUSTRATION: That phrase has reference to two animals harnessed with a yoke
and pulling a plow - if one of the animals was a 2 TON bull and the other is a 500lb
donkey…. What’s going to happen? The plow will not be able to progress in a straight
line. That’s where so many families are right now.
The Prophet Amos said it this way - how can two walk together less they be agreed?
There are some things that you need agreement on. You need to both be committed to
the same faith, share some core convictions, have a common vision for what your life
will look like.
Rebecca fit the bill for Isaac.
The young woman was very attractive in appearance, a maiden whom no man had
known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17 Then the servant
ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.” 18 She
said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a
drink. 19 When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your
camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the
trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels.
16

The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the Lord had prospered his journey
or not. 22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a
half shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said,
“Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to
spend the night?” 24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah,
whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and
room to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his head and worshiped the Lord 27 and
said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his
steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the Lord has led me in
21
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the way to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” 28 Then the young woman ran and told
her mother’s household about these things.
The Bible teaches in proverbs - IT’S the Glory of God to conceal a matter, it’s the glory
of a king to seek it out… Do you know what that means? There is a bit of a game of
hide and seek going on… God is working behind the scenes and it is YOUR GLORY to
seek out how he is working.
• Perhaps you are here today and single or single again and you are seeking God’s
best.
• Perhaps you are one of the parents of a single here today and like Abraham you are
wondering what the future holds.
CLOSING ILLUSTRATION:
The letter from Belmont. Worse day in my life to that point.
Went to UNA.
Was saved early on.
Met Monica Gerrard, invited to Church.
Called in ministry, met my wife. Which gave me three children.
Ultimately, I am here today. All because someone wrote a 18 year old kid a rejection
letter.
•
•
•

God’s plan is bigger
God’s plan is sometimes harder
God’s plan is always better.

Make Godly Plans and Rest in His Good Providence….

