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The Thrill of Hope
Daniel 9
INTRODUCTION: I am going to teach you today what I believe to be one of the most
important chapters in all the Bible. As a matter of fact, not a Christmas has gone by in
my ministry that I have not referred to this passage. However, I’ve never preached it
directly as I am going to do today. Keep in mind - this is not considered one of the
traditional Christmas texts - The passage is Daniel the 9th chapter.
Sir Issac Newton said of Daniel 9 that, “We could stake the truth of Christianity on this
prophecy alone”.
• I believe that it was this passage that caused the Wise Men from the East to make
the arduous journey across the dessert to the little town of Bethlehem.
• It was this passage that caused Simeon to believe with all his heart that in his lifetime
he would see the Messiah.
• It was this passage that caused Anna to say to all those who were awaiting Messiah’s
arrival… as she saw a baby boy - Messiah has truly come.
• ANY it was this passage that caused it to be gossiped all across the Roman Empire
that a great leader was soon to arise out of Israel.
This passage ought to be as familiar to a Christian as John 3:16. It is truly one of the
most important texts in all the Bible.
CONTEXT: The Kingdom had split North and South. Both Kingdoms had fallen into idol
worship and had in varying degrees forsaken God. As a result the Judgement of God
fell upon both Kingdoms.
• The Northern Kingdom (Israel) had been captured by the Assyrians in 722BC,
taken into captivity, many were killed and those remaining were dispersed.
• The Southern Kingdom (Judah) had been conquered under King Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar had a diﬀerent strategy. Rather than kill and disperse,
he would weaken and deport. So the capital city’s walls were torn down, the temple
was torn down and key leaders were deported. The deportation occurred in three
diﬀerent periods, one in 605BC, on in 596BC and a final in 586BC.
Included among those taken captive in Babylon was the Prophet Daniel. Because of
Daniel’s unique abilities to interpret dreams he arose in Babylon to become
something like a Prime Minister in the country. It was a significant thing by anyone’s
estimation that a Hebrew slave would arise to such prominence.
By the writing on Daniel 9, Daniel had been in captivity for 70 years. Babylon had
fallen to the Medo-Persians and this was the first year under the rule of the Medo-

2 of 7
Persian King Cyrus.
70 years is important because Jeremiah had prophesied that God’s judgement would
last 70 years on Judah. Chapter 9 begins as Daniel recognizes that the 70 years of
Judgement are drawing to a conclusion and it is now time for God to take his people
back into the land of promise. Daniel is crying out to God for him to deliverer the
people.
Daniel 9:2 (ESV)
in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that,
according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of
the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.
2

What follows is Daniel’s prayer of repentance on behalf of the people….
Daniel 9:20–23 (ESV)
20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel,
and presenting my plea before the Lord my God for the holy hill of my God, 21 while I
was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first,
came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He made me
understand, speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you
insight and understanding.
So keep in mind - what Gabriel is about to speak to Daniel was intended to be
comprehensible. It’s not bewildering, it’s not mysterious, it’s not enigmatic, it’s
straightforward, insightful, understandable.
At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to
you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.
23

Daniel 9:24–27 (ESV)
24 “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city,
70 weeks is very important. In the Hebrew it literally says, “70 7’s” - so these are 70
seven year periods. 70 x 7 = 490 years. 490 years are decreed by God for the people
of Israel.
Decreed - means cut out. God has literally cut out 490 years of history in a very
unique way.
In this 490 years God will fully and completely restore Israel. Look at what will be
accomplished:
Three Negatives and Three Positives are decreed: Daniel 9:24 (ESV)
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“Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.
24

Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and
build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince,
25

NASB says it more clearly - Messiah THE Prince.
25b. there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with
squares (that is the city) and moat (that’s the defense), but in a troubled time.
So if we can know WHEN the decree was issued, we should be able to add up the
years and determine EXACTLY When Messiah is to come onto the scene. They
BIG question is when was a decree issued. Well we see that in Nehemiah.
Nehemiah 2:1 (ESV)
1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes…that took place in the
year 445BC.
So two periods are given from Nisan 445 BC….
•

The first in 25b. there shall be seven weeks. That’s weeks of years so 49
years. Which would take us to 396BC that’s the closing of Nehemiah’s career.
That is the conclusion of the rebuilding of that 2nd temple. That’s during the
prophecy of Malachi - the closing of the OT canon.

•

The second period is for 62 weeks of years (434 years) we are told that when
this period was complete, Messiah will come.

So let’s add the two together - 49 years + 434 years = 483 years from the
decree, Messiah the Prince will come. That’s very important.
If you count the years from 445BC (The issuing of the decree) as the Jews counted
(360 day years) and figured in the leap years. 483 years later is the very year on
the same month, likely the same day - Nisan 10 that Jesus entered Jerusalem for
what is traditionally called the Triumphal entry.
26

And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing.
Cut off means to kill or to execute - it’s used multiple times in the OT as an official
death penalty executing. He came in on Nisan 10, 30AD and before the week was
over he was executed.

26b. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary.
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Who destroyed the sanctuary? Rome - 40 years after the crucifixion Rome
destroyed the city. Who executed Jesus? Rome.
26c.Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are
decreed.
But the prophecy started with 70 7’s, we said that was 490 years. We’ve seen in
the text 49 years that will conclude the OT, then an additional 434 years until
Messiah comes… that’s 483 years from the decree, So there’s a week of years (a
seven year period) missing… we will talk about that in a moment. That week is in
verse 27.
This is the final 7 years of world history as we know it called the Tribulation
Period.
27

And he (that is anti-Christ) shall make a strong covenant with many for one week,
So this leader will arise from the old Roman Empire and he will make a covent to
allow the sacrificial system.

27b. and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering.
That’s 3.5 years into the covenant.
27c. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the
decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”
That is the ultimate return of Christ, when Jesus snatches His church out - Israel is
restored, born in a day, Anti-christ is destroyed, and the Millennial Reign of Jesus
begins.

NOW - WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH CHRISTMAS???
Well we are told that people were beginning to do the math and recognize that
Messiah’s coming was at hand.
You remember Simeon:
Luke 2:25–38 (ESV)
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
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•

Suetonius wrote, "There had spread over all the Orient an old and established
belief, that it was fated at that time for men coming from Judea to rule the world.

•

Tacitus, the famous Roman historian, tells of the same belief that "there was a
firm persuasion...that at this very time the East was to grow powerful, and rulers
coming from Judaea were to acquire a universal empire”.

•

Josephus, in Wars of the Jews, said that the Jews had a belief that "about that
time one from their country should become governor of the habitable earth."

In the Jewish economy know on served as a Priest until the age of 30. There was
something about that age that seemed to be significant.
• If we assume that Messiah would begin his reign at the age of thirty.
• Then if we subtract 30 years from the time Daniel gives us, we can deduce
approximately when he would be born.
• If there was any uncertainty as to the specific time of His birth - what clued them in to
the specifics? A STAR… it was assumed in the ancient world that the birth or death of
a great leader would be followed by celestial signs. A magnificent comet appeared
soon after the death of Julius Caesar.
• We see in the text that some sort of celestial event happened here at the birth of
Christ on the night he was born.
Knowing all they knew about Old Testament Prophecy and seeing the Star these
ancient scientist sages made a death defying trip to pay homage, to worship the new
born King of the Jews.
Where did the Magi come from? The east - likely the land of Persia, the same place
Daniel had Prophesied all of this 483 years earlier.
Now it is very important that you don’t miss that - they came to worship the new King.
But wait a minute where did they go when they arrived in Israel? To Jerusalem. Who did
they meet with? Herod - the King of the Jews. But we have NO indication that they
worshipped Herod. Why would they worship the one born? Because the scriptures tell
us he was much more than a regular King.
As a matter of fact when when Herod consults his scribes to see where Messiah would
be born - notice the passage they quote.
Matthew 2:2–6 (ESV)
2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes
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of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
That was an Old Testament Quote from Micah 5:2. But if you read Micah 5:2 it
says one more thing that Matthew didn’t quote:
Micah 5:2 (ESV)
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth
is from of old, from ancient days.
So a ruler will be born… but this ruler preceded His birth. This ruler would be God in the
flesh. The Magi knew it, all of Israel knew it, and Herod knew it - we will talk more about
that next week.
Today, friend I want you to see that the first coming of Christ was foretold with
remarkable specificity. If you see all of the evidence it takes more faith NOT to believe.
DID YOU KNOW THAT 65 SPECIFIC PROPHECIES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
CONCERNING THE MESSIAH WERE PERFECTLY FULFILLED IN JESUS???; Here
are just a few• Great persons coming to adore him
Psalms 72:10
• His being preceded by John the Baptist
Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1
• His being rejected by the Jewish rulers
Psalms 118:22
• His being betrayed by a friend
Psalms 41:9; 55:12-14
• His being sold for thirty pieces silver
Zechariah 11:12
• The intensity of his sufferings
Psalms 22:14,15
• His sufferings being for others
Isaiah 53:4-6,12; Daniel 9:26
• His patience and silence under suffering
Isaiah 53:7
• His being smitten on the cheek
Micah 5:1
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•

His being spit on and scourged
Isaiah 50:6

•

His hands and feet being nailed to the cross
Psalms 22:16

•

His being forsaken by God
Psalms 22:1

•

His being mocked
Psalms 22:7,8

•

Gall and vinegar being given him to drink
Psalms 69:21

•

His garments being parted, and lots cast for his vesture
Psalms 22:18

•

His being numbered with the transgressors
Isaiah 53:12

•

His intercession for His murderers
Isaiah 53:12

•

His Death
Isaiah 53:12

•

His resurrection
Psalms 16:10; Isaiah 26:19

•

His ascension
Psalms 68:18

•

His sitting on the right hand of God
Psalms 110:1

God isn’t asking you for some great leap of faith when he tells you to believe on
His Son! As a matter of fact once you consider the facts… it takes more faith to
be an atheist that it does to be a Christian.
Now consider this;
If the Bible told perfectly every last detail about his first coming and it was
fulfilled perfectly…Do you think it might be accurate on other matters?
•
•
•

What about what is says about when it says, “How shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation”.
What about when it says, “It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living
God”
What about when it says, “No man cometh to the father but by the Son”

