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PARENTS
Col. 3:21
CONTEXT: This section of Colossians is what has been traditionally called the,
“household code” or in other words it is a short list of marching order for each station
in the Christian home. You may be interested to know that this concept was not
original with Paul or to the Bible. As a matter of fact you can find similar household
codes in many ancient writings.
For example - Aristotle taught that there should be a basic chain of command in the
household.
•
Husbands should lead the wife and children
•
Children should obey the parents
•
Slaves should be submissive to Masters
There is a similar line of thought in the writings of Jewish historians Josephus and
Philo.
Some have suggested that Paul’s words here are so similar to the Greek Philosophers
that he has been accused of simply piggy backing on their words, in places they are
almost direct quotes. What are we to make of this? Simply that God is not calling for a
universal overthrow of social order. When society is right - the scriptures give a hearty
affirmation.
However there are some things in this household code that are very unique and it is
those things that we want to emphasize in our study. In particular - Paul doesn’t simply
layout a structure of human authority, but he places all human authority UNDER the
authority of God.
• So husbands are the head of the wife - but make no mistake, Christ is the head of
the husband.
• Parents are to be obeyed by children - but parents are to be careful how they
shepherd the child so that the child doesn’t become discouraged.
Notice how it is presented in our text today TEXT: Colossians 3:21 (ESV)
21
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
• Fathers - The Greek word is Pateres in most places this is translated, “parents,” as it
is in Hebrews 11:23 (ESV) 23
 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for
three months by his parents…(same word - pateres… translated parents).
However practically every modern translation choose to translate this use of Pateres
as “Fathers”. Why? Because in the previous verse, “20. Children obey your parents”
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the word for parents is the word gon-eus - the common word for both parents. So
the translators assume that if Paul wanted both words to be the same - parents, he
would have used the same Greek word. He didn’t he used the term Pateres - as if to
address the command to “Parents and especially Fathers”.
• do not provoke - The word ERITHIZO - translated “provoke” means to irritate,
antagonize.
The word was only used one other time in 2 Corinthians 9:2 (ESV) 2 for I know your
readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia
has been ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up m
 ost of them.
You have stirred them up - you have provoked them…. in this case it was a positive
stirring up, but in Colossians it is a negative stirring up.
ILLUSTRATION: When I was working on this sermon a fly kept buzzing around
my ear. You know how you will ignore the fly the first like 7-8 times, but
eventually you are ready to burn the house down as long as it kills the fly? I
thought to myself - that’s what Paul is saying - don’t do that to your kids. The
thing is - there are countless ways we do this.
•
•
•
•

Provocation - Anything that is repetitive
annoying
unhelpful
intentional

I find it interesting that he couched this command as being mostly a warning to
Fathers. This is something fathers are more likely to do than mothers.
Greek: Hoi pateres, me erethizete ( 2PPAM ) ta tekna humon, hina me athumosin.
(3PPAS)
GWT: Fathers, don't make your children resentful, or they will become discouraged.
ICB: Fathers, do not nag your children. If you are too hard to please, they may want
to stop trying.
KJV: Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.
NLT: Fathers, Greek: Hoi pateres, me erethizete ( 2PPAM ) ta tekna humon, hina me
athumosin. (3PPAS)
GWT: Fathers, don't make your children resentful, or they will become discouraged.
ICB: Fathers, do not nag your children. If you are too hard to please, they may want
to stop trying.
KJV: Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.
NLT: Fathers, don't aggravate your children. If you do, they will become discouraged
and quit trying. (NLT - Tyndale House)
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Amplified: Fathers, do not provoke or irritate or fret your children [do not be hard on
them or harass them], lest they become discouraged and sullen and morose and feel
inferior and frustrated. [Do not break their spirit.] (Amplified Bible - Lockman)
NLT: Fathers, don't Greek: Hoi pateres, me erethizete ( 2PPAM ) ta tekna humon,
hina me athumosin. (3PPAS)
GWT: Fathers, don't make your children resentful, or they will become discouraged.
ICB: Fathers, do not nag your children. If you are too hard to please, they may want
to stop trying.
KJV: Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.
NLT: Fathers, don't aggravate your children. If you do, they will become discouraged
and quit trying. (NLT - Tyndale House)
Amplified: Fathers, do not provoke or irritate or fret your children [do not be hard on
them or harass them], lest they become discouraged and sullen and morose and feel
inferior and frustrated. [Do not break their spirit.] (Amplified Bible - Lockman)
NLT: Fathers, don't aggravate your children. If you do, they will become discouraged
and quit trying. (NLT - Tyndale House)
Wuest: Fathers, stop irritating your children, lest they become disheartened.
(Eerdmans)
Young's Literal: the fathers! vex not your children, lest they be discouraged.
If I were asked to identify the most common problem presented to me in three
decades of therapeutic work with children and families, my answer would be
unequivocal: "As parents, we are, unwittingly, too critical of our children."
Ken Barish (Psychology Today)
Children can be provoked to anger when the father makes unreasonable demands,
when he is constantly fault finding, when he neglects his children (as did King David see 2Samuel 14-15), or when he is inconsistent.
Here are some additional ways children can be provoked to anger…
(1) Overprotection--never allowing them any liberty, strict rules about everything.
They do not trust their kids and the child despairs & can lead to rebellion. Parents
must communicate that they trust.
(2) By showing favoritism, often unwittingly.
(3) By depreciating their worth. Many children are convinced that what they do and
feel is not important. One way to decrease worth is by not LISTENING. These
children may give up trying to communicate and become discouraged, shy, and
withdrawn.
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(4) By setting unrealistic goals--by never rewarding them. Nothing is enough so they
never get full approval. Are you trying to make them into a person they are NOT?
Some kids become so frustrated that they commit suicide.
(5) By failing to show affection (verbally and physically).
(6) By not providing for their needs.
(7) By lack of standards (the opposite of overprotection). These children are left to
their own. They cannot handle that freedom and begin to feel insecure & unloved.
(8) By criticism. "A child learns what he lives. If he lives with criticism he does not
learn responsibility. He learns to condemn himself and to find fault with others. He
learns to doubt his own judgment, to disparage his own ability, and to distrust the
intentions of others. And above all, he learns to live with continual expectation of
impending doom." Parents should seek to create in the home a positive, constructive
environment.
(9) By neglect. David was indifferent to Absalom.
(10) By excessive discipline. Never discipline in anger. (Adapted from John
MacArthur
rt nurturing their children. (Wiersbe, W: Bible Exposition Commentary. 1989. Victor)
As someone has well said "Train up a child in the way he should go, but be sure you
go that way yourself" which is what you are doing - making disciples (matheteuo) (Mt
28:18-20)
discouraged.
If I were asked to identify the most common problem As someone has well said
"Train up a child in the way he should go, but be sure you go that way yourself"
which is what you are doing - making disciples (matheteuo) (Mt 28:18-20)

• your children - Teknon -We identified last week that this term would have typically
referred to people under the age of 15, which is when most would marry. In our
culture it would refer to anyone who is financially dependent on his or her parents for
survival.
I’m thankful that we don’t see a lot of this at Capshaw - young men grow up, get
an education, get a job, then get a wife… hopefully in that order. I have Pastor
friends who have men in their late 20’s and early 30’s living in their mom’s
basement playing x-box.
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From my observation parents who interact with their kids through provocation tend
to produce young men who are awesome at X-BOX. Here is what I mean - if you
create a world where your response to bad behavior and/or attitude is simply to
nag… your child will often seek for ways to escape the world you’ve created. He
will be unequipped to move into the “real world” so he will typically look for a
virtual world.
• lest they become discouraged. - athymeō - discouraged. It means to be robbed of
motivation.
This is why you don’t provoke - you will rob them of their motivation. You will
produce discouragement in your kids.
The Christian home should be a place where courage and encouragement is
fostered. The children of Christian parents should be progressively free from timidity,
willing to try new things, optimistic in their worldview.
Parents - think of your home as a fortress. Your kids go out into a world day after day
that is intent on tearing them down. They will be laughed at, that will be criticized,
they will be bullied, they be called names, they will fail at times, they will not always
make the team, they will be cheated on, they will be dumped, they will be
disappointed - and that’s all before 7th grade. D
 esign your home to be an
incubator of encouragement.
I don’t mean puff them up all the time, I certainly don’t mean lie to them… I do mean
give them a safe place to try and fail. Give them a safe place to be who they are
created to be.
I thank God there were never two people who believed in me more that Carl
and Teresa Terry - I can’t tell you how many times I thought I was no good at
something, but just couldn’t seem to convince them. And all it took was that
little nudge to go out and try things others wouldn’t try, attempt things others
thought were impossible. They were my biggest fans.
This didn’t produce an unhealthy arrogance - but a healthy sense that things
are working, I’m growing, I’m becoming the person God created me to be.
In the time we have remaining I want to give you a few thoughts that can help you to
create this sort of home.

1. Beware of Methods without a Message
I can’t tell you how important it is to attach a message to all of your methodology.
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Why do we discipline? Because God disciplines those he loves…
Why do we forgive one another? Because God forgives us…
Practically every command that God has for fathers has a VERBAL component to it.
Proverbs 4:1–2 (NAS) 1 Hear, O sons, the instruction of a father, And give attention
that you may gain understanding, 2 For I give you sound teaching;
ALWAYS remember - you are a surrogate parent - you are raising those kids for the
Lord. How are you doing?

2. Beware of Expectations without Examination
By this I mean the Parent who has expectations that are unreasonable for a particular
child.
Let me challenge you with 3 questions -

a. Do you allow them to act their age?

I have 3 children, one 14 one 13 and one 8. I can’t have the same expectations for all
three, Caitlyn is not capable of Carly’s behavior.

b. Do you recognize God’s unique design for them?

● Some kids are natural born all-stars, some aren’t.
● Some kids find school exhilarating and fun, some don’t.

But I can tell you this – God has a unique plan for your child and part of your job is to
recognize and foster that.
It will develop deep seated anger in your child if you consistently try to fit them into a
mold that God has not designed them to fit into.

c. Are you motivated by their potential or your pride?
Let’s me ask you in all honesty – How much of what you expect of your kids is for
God’s Glory and how much of it is so that people with think you are a great parent?
Of the Pharisees Jesus said in Matthew 23:5 (NASB95)
5
“… they do all their deeds to be noticed by men;
● Why are you so driven for him to make all-stars?
● Why do you push her to excel at school?
● Why do you want their marriage to succeed? Is it because you believe that will
glorify Christ or because it will make you look good?
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3. Beware of Discipline without Discretion
We have already established that part of the parent’s job is to discipline the child, yet
discipline is a narrow plank to walk, it’s easy to err on the side of leniency or excess.
Here are a few dangers to watch out for –

a. Arbitrary/Inconsistent Discipline

This is when discipline is determined by your mood rather than the child’s behavior.
● Do you discipline more harshly when you are in a bad mood than when you are
in a good mood?
● Is rebellion during a football game more serious than rebellion while you were
gone to work and mom was dealing with the kids? Do you immediately address
one and put the other on hold?

b. Excessive Discipline
● Does the punishment fit the crime?
● Do you punish for accidents or attitude?
o Example: Spilling a drink is an accident, throwing the drink may be an
attitude.
o Example: Your teenager smarting off to mom is an attitude; your
teenager forgetting to clean her room may be an accident.

c. Humiliation
● Do you use humiliation to your advantage or do you respect your child’s dignity.

d. Condemnation
● There is no condemnation of you in Christ and there should be no condemnation
of your child. While at times your discipline may be very hard there should
always be the heart of compassion and restoration.
Use great discretion in your discipline… be fair and consistent.

4. Beware of Rules without Relationship

If you consistently enforce rules without developing a loving relationship through which
your child can interpret your rules, they will develop a deep seated anger that will boil
up to rebellion.
Do you know who the meanest people on planet earth are? Baptists who only have
rules and don’t have a relationship with Jesus. They are meaner than ISIS.
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ILLUSTRATION: Harvard University sociologists Sheldon and Eleanor Gluke
developed a test (that proved to be 90 percent accurate) to determine whether or
not five– and six–year–olds would become delinquent. They discovered that the four
primary factors necessary to prevent delinquency are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

the father’s firm, fair, and consistent discipline;
the mother’s supervision and companionship during the day;
the parent’s demonstrated affection for each other and for the children;
and the family’s spending time together in activities where all participated

Two consistent factors in that test – Rules and Relationship.
EXAMPLE – GOD - God as the perfect Father has rules, God disciplines his children,
but he does so after going to the utmost lengths to prove his deep and passionate love
for his children.
● Hebrews 12:6 (NASB95)
6
FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE
RECEIVES.”
Notice - Love and Discipline must go hand in hand.
Steve Farrar was right, In Parenting like bowling, error increases with distance.
Less time = Less influence
Is Quality Time or Quantity time more important? – We would all agree that Quality
time is the best, but the fact is, you can’t make quality time happen; therefore Quantity
time produces more Quality time.
Dad’s this is especially difficult for us - James Carroll said, “the curse of fatherhood is
distance and good fathers spend their lives trying to overcome it.”
Rules without relationship = rebellion…
CLOSING ILLUSTRATION:
FATHER
The story is told of a young man who was about to be sentenced to prison. The judge
had known him from childhood, for he was well acquainted with his father--a famous
legal scholar and the author of an exhaustive study entitled, "The Law of Trusts."
"Do you remember your father?" asked the judge. "I remember him well, your honor,"
came the reply. Then trying to probe the offender's conscience, the judge said, "As you
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are about to be sentenced and as you think of your wonderful dad, what do you
remember most clearly about him?"
There was a pause. Then the judge received an answer he had not expected. "I
remember when I went to him for advice. He looked up at me from the book he was
writing and said, 'Run along, boy; I'm busy!'
When I went to him for companionship, he turned me away, saying "Run along, son;
this book must be finished!' Your honor, you remember him as a great lawyer. I
remember him as a lost friend."
The magistrate muttered to himself, "Alas! He finished the book, but lost the boy!”
Homemade, February, 1989.
DEAR BROTHER - Your children ARE your legacy. They are your greatest weapon
against the enemy. When you die or retire, your office will be filled by another within 6
months. People will say, “wasn’t that bob’s office?” The only place your memory and
influence will truly endure is in the lives of your kids and grandkids. Steward your
influence as a parent well.

